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Way land,  Nov.  na,  1859* 

Dear  Friend, 

I  wao  called  away  to  clieer  the  lonolineoG  of  i  y 

excellent  friend,  MiBn  Lucy  Ongood,  whone  oister  died  BUdrten- 
ly,  after  r^n  uninterrupted  oompanionRhixi  of  nearly  seventy 
years.  Your  letter,  cont.«lnin^  the  |5.  went  up  to  Wayland 
the  same  day  that  I  went  to  Jkoston,  and  it  was  raariy  days 
before  I  received  it.   I  paid  it  to  Mr.  S.  R.  Bovrall  ,  in 
your  nf'.rae,  and  it  is  so  entererl  in  xis  Account  Book.  He  io 
appointed  to  receive  money  for  the  Brown  Pimd,  and  you  had 
better  pay  him  the  other  <$5.  when  you  are  rext  in  town.   I 
fully  i;nended  to  have  answered  your  letter  several  days  stgo 
and  to  have  made  you  easy  concernlna;  the  safe  nrriv?>l  of  the 
money;   but  I  have  been  ^  overwhelmed  with  letters  about 
John  Brown,  th^t  I  ha^e  been  K^%   in  a  whirl.  Many  of  them 
required  p-'orspt  an&rers;   and  all  of  them  had  to  be  read,  to 
see  whether  they  needed  answers. 

You  can  hardly  conceive  of  the  violence  and  obncanity  of 
those  I  SL-iati  froi^i  Vir,<rinia.  I  did  not  suppose  that  even  Slav- 
ery could  produce  anythi-^g  so  foul.  I  Ite^  them,  for  a  time 
at  1  ast,  af?  specimens  -  products  of  a  system,  under  which 
women  are  sold  and  used  as  beasts.  I  oarnot  understand  ithat 
I  have  done  to  deserve  so  much  laudation  on  one  side,  anri  no 
much  abuse  on  the  other.   It  seemed  to  mo  a  very  simple  act 
of  kindness  to  wish  to  nurse  the  brave  old  man,  -  hen  I  sup- 
po  ed  him  to  be  alone,  helpless  and  bleeding  in  prisoh.  The 
notJariety  I  gained  by  it  was  altogether  unexpected  to  me. 
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and  far  from   being  pleasant.  But  since  it  cane,  without 
ray  seeKing,  I  determ.ined  to  raaXe  th^  bent  use  I  could  of  it. 
Gov.  WisQ,  by  publishing  our  correnpondence,  secured  me   a 
very  large  audience;   and  I  sieved  the  opportunity  to  improSft 
some  powerful  facto  on  their  raindB.  I  aw  glad  you  like  the 
letter.   I  myself  thinE  it  io  calculated  to  do  nojae  good  to 
the  cause;   for  which  the  factn  ^ce  more  to  be  thanXed,  thr^r 
I  aia, 

_I  Rloo  long  to  hPi.ve  a  talk  with  you,  nni!^.   to  nhoT^' 
you  f3orae  of  the  letter<i  I  hfive  received.   If  it  doon  not 
storn,  I  expect  to  go  to  Boston  on  Thursday,  to  heT^^  R^r'k-'i- 
son  a  little  about  the  meeting  he  in  get^.in.j:  up  or.  ?rid'-^y 
3?veniiig,  to  coitmieiaorate  Of^pl,   Brown* s  execution.  But  will 
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he  be  executed?  Frnernon  write??  to  me:   "I  hR.ve  hopen  for  hin 
brave  life.  He  i^  one  for  I'rhora  rair^cle^  'Ti^it."  And  I  con- 
fesn  I  have  a  little  of  the  same  hope.  Y-^t  hio  death  ^.^oulf?  be 
a  magnificent  m^irtyrdom.  Wh?.t  a  Buooenn  he  h-  s  made  of 
failure,  by  the  Jaoral  p:rande^.^r  of  his  OTrn  character!  I'Tiffither 
he  liveB  or  dies,  he  has  struck  a  bAow  at  slavery,  fro^a  the 
effects  of  vrhich  it  ^ill  never  recover. 

Shall  you  not  come  to  Boston,  to  atterxl  the  meeting 
on  Friday?  I  v/ish  it  might  be  r,o.  Then  I  nhould  have  an 
opportunity  to  see  you,  ad  have  a  talk.  Hov/  t/iuch   may 
happen  betiveen  now  and  thenJ  I  long  to  be  at  the  Telegraph 
Office  every  ten  minute??.   Bometimes  I  think  the  poor  pris- 
oners ?rill  all  be  lynched  before  the  time.  Sometimes  I  think 
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they  will  be  resoued,  thoue:h  I  cannot  imagine  how  It  can  be 
done.  Biit  truly  «he  is  one  of  those  .for  vhou       ]  Iraclef? 
wait",  michever  way  events  turn,  the  reoultR  will  be  of 
vast  iraportance.  A  little  while  ago,  I  thought  I  r-as  grow- 
ing drowsy  and  old;  but  thege  Btirrirg  timer?  make  me  strong 
as  an  eagle.  V7ith  respects  to  ^rour  good  mother, 

YourR  cordiPlly, 

L.  Maria  Child. 
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